CHAPTER 8

THE SEVENTH SEAL - THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS PREPARATION FOR SOUNDING THE TRUMPETS -  CHAPTER 8 VERSES 1-6.

VERSE 1

"The seventh seal" - The time period of the last seal extends from the 

overthrow  of paganism by Constantine in A.D.  324 till the return of Christ.

The  seventh seal contains the seven trumpets,  the seventh of  which contains  the  seven vials,  the seventh of which contains  the  seven thunders.

"Silence  in heaven ....  half an hour" - After  Constantine overthrew paganism  in the Roman Empire there was peace in the political heavens for  a  period  of time.  If we take a day to represent a  year  (with twelve  hours  in  the Jewish day) then half an hour  would  represent fifteen days;  again making these fifteen days to represent years,  we have fifteen years. Looking at history we find that there was indeed "about  half" a symbolic hour of political peace after the triumph  of Constantine - from A.D. 324 till 337 or about fourteen years.

VERSE 2

"Seven angels....  were given seven trumpets" - These are angels under the  authority  of  Christ who were given the power to carry  out  the events  represented  in the seven-sealed  scroll.  In  scripture,  the trumpet  is  an instrument used to gather people together,quite  often for purposes of war.  In this case,  the angels under the authority of Christ  were  readying  themselves to gather the enemies  of  Rome  in preparation for the Judgements on the Roman Empire.

VERSE 3

"Another  angel  stood  at  the altar" -  The  angel  with  the censer represents  the  saints in the attitude of prayer.  There was  special need for prayer at this time. The true saints were being oppressed and afflicted  greatly  by  the dominant church which could  not  tolerate their  dissent  from its false teachings,  and their  protest  against their  unchristianess.  Prayer  to God was the only weapon of  defence left them against their enemies.

"Offer  incense  ...  upon  the golden altar" -  The  golden  altar is Christ.

VERSE 4

"Smoke ascended" - The prayers of the saints were heard of God.

VERSE 5

"Filled  it with fire and cast it into the earth" - The prayers of the saints  were answered by divine judgements ("fire from the altar")  on the empire ("Into the earth").

"Voices  and  thunderings,  and lightenings and an earthquake"  - When Constantine died,  the empire was divided among his three sons.  Their rivalries  convulsed  the  empire with much bloodshed  and  civil  war (lightnings).  The  reign of the one remaining  son,  Contantius,  was constantly  disturbed  by civil and religious  discord  (voices).  The Persians, Alemanni and Franks were making inroads into the confines of the  empire,   threatening  (thunderings)  international  wars.   Upon Constantius'  death,  his  pagan  nephew Julian took  the  throne  and restored    paganism    temporarily   (earthquake)   as   the    state religion,persecuting the catholics and protecting the Donatists.  Upon Julian's death in A.D.  363,  Jovian, a Roman Catholic,  ascended the throne, re-establishing state catholicism.

VERSE 6

"Angels  prepared themselves to sound" - In preparation of the trumpet judgements  on the empire,  the angels caused a numerous and  powerful people to migrate from Asia into Europe.  This placed much pressure on the  barbarians  of northern Europe until they at last burst upon  the Roman  Empire  in search of plunder and living space.  Fisher,  in  "A History  of  Europe" states "A wild monogolian people riding on  stout ponies  out  of central Asia in the latter part of the fourth  century made  its way over the steppes into south eastern Europe.  Slaying and plundering  as  they rode,  these ugly merciless creatures,  known  as Huns,  swept  every  obstacle before them as chaff before  an  eastern gale.  Alans, Ostragoths, and Visigoths felt successively the force of a thrust spreading  remors through the whole German world,  leading to those great, but obscurely chronicled movements of the German peoples, which  for a time submerged Gaul and Britain,  Spain,  and Africa  and Italy".

THE WIND TRUMPETS - CHAPTER 8 VERSES -7-13.

VERSE 7 - Alaric and the Goths.

"First  angel  sounded"  -  The sounding of  trumpets  was  a divinely appointed  Mosaic institution.  When an alarm was sounded it portended great evil. This appears from Jer. CHAPTER 4 VERSE 5 which says, "Blow the  trumpet in the land:  cry,  Gather together,  and  say,  Assemble yourselves,  and  let us go into the defenced cities...  I will  bring evil  from the north and great destruction...  and thy cities shall be laid waste without an inhabitant".  Such is the illustration furnished by  the Spirit of what he means by sounding trumpets of alarm  against the guilty to bring war against them.

"Hail  and fire mingled with blood" - A prophecy couched in such terms as these indicates nothing but judgement of the severest kind. It is a tempest  of the most scathing description imaginable - a  beating down with   hail,   scorching   with  lightning,   and  causing  blood   to flow.Isaiah's use of this symbolism bears this out:"And the Lord shall cause his glorious voice o be heard,  and shall show the lighting down of his arm,  and with the indignation of his anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire,  with scattering and tempest, and hailstones. For through  the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian be beaten down which smote with a rod" ( CHAPTER 30 VERSES 30-31).

"The  earth...  a  third part" - The area of the Roman  earth affected during this trumpet-period was the western third of the empire.

"Trees"  -  Trees  are symbolic of the great men  among  a  people. An example of this is found in Jotham's parable in Judges CHAPTER 9 VERSE 8 - "The trees went forth",  said he, "to anoint a king over them; and they  said  unto the Olive tree,  'Reign thou over us'".  And  so  the trees,  or great men of the western third of the empire were adversely affected by the first trumpet.

"Grass"   -  Grass  is  figurative  of  the  multitude."All   flesh is grass"(Isa.  CHAPTER 40 VERSE 6).  The common multitude of the western third were among those spoken of in Psalm 92 VERSE 7, "When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever".  In this case that grass was  the  catholic multitude consisting of priests  and  people.  "The symbolism  of  this trumpet is representative of the spirit of  Yahweh blowing  upon the great men and people of the catholic apostacy of the west.   He  did  it  by  destroying  agents  already  in  a  state  of preparation.  The  hail and fire mingled with blood were these agents, ready  to fall upon the pious hypocrites of the Latin West,  when  the time appointed should arrive" - "Eureka".

HISTORY OF THE FIRST TRUMPET - PERIOD

The  Roman  emperor  of the eastern third of the  Roman  Empire  made Alaric,  later  proclaimed  king of the Visigoths,  Master General  of Eastern  Illyricum  (modern  Yugoslavia) and supplied him  with  Roman armaments.  Thus armed, Alaric prepared four years for the invasion of the   west.   About  that  time  (A.D.   395-400)  the  first  trumpet figuratively  sounded,  Alaric  and his army advanced  towards  Italy, pillaging and destroying the farms and houses along the Rhine, leaving many dead behind.  In Italy,  the general of the western armies forced Alaric to retreat.

In the meantime Rhadagaisus,  king of the Germans,  invaded Italy and ravaged  the  countryside.  Again  it was the general of  the  western forces who effected the defeat and dispersal of the Germans.  However, 100,000  armed  Germans  remained within the confines of  the  empire. Alaric used these in his invasion of Gaul (France),  which reduced the area to great distress.  From the banks of the Rhine over the greatest par   of  the  seventeen provinces of Gaul  the  barbarians  massacred thousands  of catholics,  plundering and destroying the elegant houses and well - cultivated farms of Gaul.

In  A.D.  408,  Alaric brought an even more numerous army into Italy, determined  to  reach  Rome.  It is a curious but very  true  part  of history  that  Alaric "felt a secret and preternatural  impulse  which directed, and even compelled, his march to the gates of Rome"(Gibbon ​"Decline  and fall of the Roman Empire").  The experience of Jerusalem at  the  hands  of Rome four centuries previous was  now  returned  on Rome's own head.  Rome being blockaided by Alaric, famine prevailed in the city;law and order disappeared as men murdered people and devoured their  bodies.  At last Alaric accepted an enormous ransom to  retreat from Rome.  However, Alaric again besieged Rome in A.D. 409, and again the  next  year.  At length the Goths gained entrance to Rome and  the city  was  given  up to the pillage,  many more  thousands  of  Romans meeting  their deaths.  A few days later,  the Goths marched into  the southern  provinces  of  Italy,   carrying  "hail  and  fire"  to  the inhabitants.   In  this  engagement,   Alaric  died,  and  his  forces dispersed. So ended the judgements of the first trumpet.

VERSE 8 - THE SECOND TRUMPET - Genseric and the Vandals.

"A  great  mountain  burning with fire"- A  mountain  in  scripture is symbolic  of  a political or military power.  The spirit  in  Jeremiah spoke against the Babylonian power saying, "Behold, I am against thee, O  Destroying Mountain,  saith Yahweh which destroyeth all the  earth" (51 VERSE 25). 

"A mountain burning with fire" is a destroying power.

"The  sea" - The islands and coasts of the Mediterranean  were chiefly affected during this period.

"The  third part of the sea became blood" - The people in  the coastal area of the western third of the empire including the coasts of Spain, Gaul,  Italy  and Roman Africa were put to the sword because of  their great blasphemy, hypocrisy and crime.

VERSE 9

"A  third  of  the creatures in the sea" - Literal  fish  live  in the literal  sea;  figuratively,  all  the  common people  living  in  the aforementioned  areas  dwelt "in the sea" and were adversely  affected during the second trumpet-period.

"The  third part of the ships" - The judgements of the  second trumpet have  special  regard  to the naval and commercial  interests  of  the western "third".  The "burning mountain" destroyed the navy,  and with it, maritime trade.

HISTORY OF THE SECOND TRUMPET-PERIOD

The  discord between two generals of the western empire was the fatal and  immediate  cause  of  the  Vandalic  burning  mountain  erupting, resulting in the loss of North Africa and the Islands.  Boniface,  the general stationed in North Africa,  was tricked into rebellion against Italy.  In desperation, Boniface invaded Genseric, King of the Vandals (then  living  in Spain),  to enter North Africa as his  ally  against Rome.

Genseric entered Africa with 50,000 warriors,  immediately delivering the  Donatists  from  a rigorous persecution  by  the  catholics.  The Vandals  went on to ravage seven fruitful provinces,the granary of the empire,  in  North Africa,  killing and destroying everything in their path. Boniface, now back with Rome, was defeated in an attempt to push the  Vandals  out  of  Africa.  Eight years later  the  metropolis  of Carthage   was   reduced  to  an   ignominious   servitude;   Genseric methodically plundered the inhabitants,  killed many,  and exiled many more.

With  the  capture  and  sack of  Carthage,  all  resistance  to  the "mountain  burning with fire" ceased in Africa.  By the separation  of Africa,  the  internal prosperity of Rome was irretrievably destroyed. In  A.D.  455  the distress of the Romans was sharpened:  There  being nothing  to  excite the ambition of Genseric towards the  desert,  "he cast  his eyes t wards the sea".  In a short time,  he created a naval power and sent numerous shiploads of horses and horsemen to ravage the islands of Mediterranean.  At last he led a fleet of Vandals and Moors to the mouth of the Tiber, near Rome, and boldly advanced to the gates of  Rome.  So  great was the pillage that the soldiery spent  fourteen days and nights spoiling the city of Rome of all its riches. Among the spoils transported from the city of Genseric were the golden table and the  seven  branched  Lampstand,  brought by Titus to Rome  after  the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.

Not long after,  the judicious and enterprising Majorian,  Emperor of the west, determined to crush the power of the Vandals. He gathered in the  course  of three years a navy of three hundred galleys  and  made preparations for the invasion of Africa.  However, secret intelligence led Genseric to the unguarded fleet,  and he took, sunk, or burst many of the ships, destroying the designs of the Romans.

In  the spring of each year,  Genseric sallied forth from the port of Carthage  in  an expedition of plunder.  When asked by his pilot  what course he should steer,  "leave the determination to the winds",  said he, "they will transport us to the guilty coast whose inhabitants have provoked the divine justice".  In this manner "the fury of the Vandals was  confined  to the limits of the Western Empire" (Gibbon  - Decline and Fall).

As  a  last  resort to alleviate the distress  of  the  times,  Italy accepted  a  master from Constantinople in order to form  an  alliance with the Eastern Empire.  As a result of the alliance,  Constantinople gathered  a  fleet of over 1,100 ships with 100,000 men  to  overthrow Genseric  and the Vandals in Africa.  But even this huge and expensive expedition was not enough to stop Genseric. By trickery and disciplined valour,  the Vandals broke the formidable invasion, and sent them back with  only half their forces.  So Genseric again became the tyrant  of the  sea,  and saw the extinction of the western empire before he died in A.D.  477. And thus, "the third of the creatures of the sea, having souls, died; and the third of the ships were destroyed".

THE THIRD TRUMPET - Attila and the Huns -  

CHAPTER 8 VERSES 10-11.

VERSE 10

"There  fell  a  great  star....  burning  as  a  lamp"  -  This  is a description  of  a  meteor,  commonly  called  a  shooting  star.  The characteristics  of a meteor are used to symbolise the events of  this trumpet:(1)  They  begin  to  shine only when  they  reach  the  lower atmosphere;  (2)  they  move rapidly and don't last long;(3) they  are intensely bright,  but are completely extinguished when they reach the earth.  Therefore the falling meteor is symbolic of a great destroying power,making  rapid  progress and causing much destruction,  but  only lasting for a short time.

"From heaven"- Attila was in "the heavens", or king of all Scythia and Germany. No man, before or since his time, has ever united these areas into one vast empire.  Part  of  his  empire  contained  the  Illyrian Prefecture of the Roman Empire,  composed approximately of what is now Hungary, Romania, and Yugoslavia. It was from the political heavens of this area that Attila fell as a meteor.

"It  fell  upon  the third part of the rivers  ...  and  fountains  of waters"  - Yahweh charged Sennacherib with saying by his  messenger to Hezekiah,  "With  the multitude of my chariots,I have digged and drunk strange  waters,  and with the sole of my feet I have dried up all the rivers  and  fenced  places"(2 Kings CHAPTER  19  VERSES  23-24).  The meaning of water is also made clear in Revelation CHAPTER 17 VERSE 15, "the  waters"upon whom the harlot sits are peoples,  and nations,  and multitudes  and  tongues".   Attila's  devastations  were  principally inflicted  on  the  Alpine regions of Northern  Italy,  to  which  the description  "the  rivers  and  fountains  of  waters"  is  peculiarly a plicable. As a characteristic description, it could not apply to any region of the Roman Empire other than here.The earth is cut up in that region  as  it is nowhere else with multitudinous rivers  and  streams forming  a complicated network covering the land.These are fed by  the inexhaustible  supplies descending from the eternal snows and glaciers of  the Alpine mountain range.  On these "the rivers and fountains  of waters" in the Roman Empire, Attila's hand descended heavily.

VERSE 11

"And  the name of the star is called wormwood" -  Figuratively, Attila made  the  waters  of public and private life  BITTER  everywhere,with fatal effect to the drinkers. Wormwood was an appropriate name for the agents of such effects. But there seems a geographical reason for this name  in  addition.Wormwood (Apsinthos) is the name of a river in  the Illyrian  region  ruled  by  Attila This river would  therefore  be  a characteristic  of  Illyria and the Illyrian ruler as the Nile  is  of Egypt  and  the  Mississippi  is of America.  The symbol  is  a  happy combination  which in the same name gives us the local origin of  "the great  star",and  the effect which his movements would produce on  the Western third.

"The  third part of the waters became wormwood;  and many men died"  ​The  depredations of Attila and his numerous allies caused much  death and destruction in the continental portion of the west.

HISTORY OF THE THIRD TRUMPET - PERIOD

"In the reign of Attila,  the Huns," says Gibbon,  "became the terror of  the world - a formidable barbarian,  who alternately  insulted and invaded  the  east and the west,  and urged the rapid downfall of  the Roman Empire".  As supreme and sole monarch of the barbarians,  he was able, when he collected his military force, to bring into the field an army of five, or, according to another account, seven hundred thousand troops. When these were set in rapid motion, they constituted a power, that  may  be  appropriately  likened to "a great star  blazing  as  a torch".

From  his  royal village in the plains of Hungary he marched  to  the Rhine  where he was joined by the Franks.  These hostile myriads  were poured   with  restless  violence  into  the  Belgic  provinces.
The consternation  of  Gaul was universal;  its cities were  besieged  and stormed  by  the Huns, who involved,  says Gibbon,  "in  a  promiscuous massacre the priests who served at the altar,  and the infants, who in the hour of danger had been providentially baptised (?) by the bishop; and  the  flourishing  city was delivered to the  flames". During  this invasion,  in  one single battle,  the battle of Chalons,  162,000 or, according  to  another account,  300,000 warriors were  killed.  As  a result of this battle,  the last victory of the western Empire, Attila retreated beyond the Rhine.

Neither the spirit, the forces ,nor the reputation of the Star called Wormwood  were  impaired by the failure of Gallic expedition.  It  had blazed  like  a  torch  and embittered the River  populations  of  the country;  but  it  had  only partially executed its mission  upon  the worshippers of relics and demons.  In the ensuing spring he passed the Alps into Italy with an innumerable host of barbarians,  reducing many cities to ashes.

After   blazing  and  scorching among the "rivers  and  fountains  of waters" for only three years,  the mission of Attila was accomplished, and he was of no further use.

Having returned to his royal village in A.D. 453, he died suddenly of a  burst  blood  vessel.  In a short time the empire of the  Huns  was broken, and the wind of the third trumpet ceased to blow.

VERSE 12 - THE FOURTH TRUMPET - The Goths rule in the Western Third.

"The third part of the sun,  moon and stars"- An eclipse of government took  place in the western third of the empire during this time,  when the  ruling  powers  in the political heavens were  cast  down.  Using similar symboli  language, speaking of the overthrow of Babylon by the Medes  and  Persians,Isaiah ( CHAPTER 13 VERSE 10 )  wrote,  "For  the stars  of heaven,  and the constellations thereof shall not give their light;  and the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine".

HISTORY OF THE FOURTH TRUMPET - PERIOD

The  events  of the first,  second,  and third trumpets,  as  already noted,  had  reduced Rome's power to that of the last extremity  - the semblance  of  the empire,  but with none of the vigour that  had  for centuries  controlled the world.  There was still an emperor in  Rome, but  the barbarians whom the first three trumpets had called into  the empire  were  the virtual masters of the state,  and soon  became  its nominal  actual  masters.  The  emperor in fact at this period  was  a nominee of the barbarians.  He was the son of Attila's ministers.  The name  of this shadow of an emperor - the last of the emperors - was, by a  curious  coincidence,  the  name  of the  first  emperor  - Romulus Augustulus.  He  was  a weak man and a mere tool in the hands  of  the barbarians,  who  finally  deposed of him in the  following  way:  the barbarians  demanded that the third part of the revenue of the country should  be divided amongst them.  To this,  Romulus would not consent, whereupon the barbarians revolted under the leadership of Odoacer.  In the ensuing war,  Romulus was overthrown and then compelled by Odoacer to  send  his  resignation to the Roman Emperor of the  Eastern  third (Zeno,  reigning  in Constantinople);  and at the same time,  to  make request  that  "The Throne of Universal Empire should  be  transferred from Rome to Constantinople", and that Odoacer should be appointed the representative  of the eastern emperor in the west.  This  resignation and petition were accepted, and for fourteen years Odoacer,king of the Goths, reigned in Rome as the representative of the eastern emperor.

But even this lingering light of Roman imperialism in the west was to be  extinguished  as  the  symbols  of  the  fourth  trumpet  require. Theodoric, king of the Ostragoths, made his appearance from the north, and  in a succession of battles,  overthrew the power of  Odoacer,  on whose  assassination,  A.D.  493,  Theodoric set up the Kingdom of the Goths  in total independence of the eastern emperor.  The Roman Empire then ceased to exist in the eastern third,  and Gothic kings continued to reign in western Rome for about 600 years.

VERSE 13 - A WARNING PROCLAMATION.

"An  angel"-  The most ancient manuscripts of the Apocalypse  read "an eagle".  "An  eagle flying" is the ensign of one of the four camps  of "the Israel of God".  In this verse,then,  the eagle was the ensign of the sealed servants of the Deity,  who,during the tempestuous times of the first four trumpets,  and for centuries after, were protected from extermination  by  Roman  Catholicism  (we learn details  of  this  in Chapter 12). The mission of the flying eagle was to warn the "dwellers upon  earth"of  what was still coming upon them.  That flying in  mid​heaven  is symbolic of preaching is shown in Chapter 14 verse 6  where "another  angel"  is said to fly "in midheaven having glad tidings  of the future age to preach unto the dwellers upon earth".  Note that the saints  are  in midheaven:  they are not in the political  heavens  as rulers,  nor  are they "of the world",  though encamping in the world. "The  dwellers upon the earth" were the Catholics and others,  to whom they preached. 

