CHAPTER  SEVEN  -  OF THINGS WRITTEN ON THE "INSIDE" OF  THE  SCROLL - Chapter 7:1 - 17 (See note on Ch. 5:1).

VERSE 1                                                        

"After these things" - After the events symbolised in the sixth seal.

In other words, after Constantine's triumph over paganism in A.D. 324.

"The four winds of the earth" - From our study of the previous chapter in  verse  thirteen,  we  saw  that a wind,  when used  as  a  symbol, signifies trouble in the form of war.

"Angels  holding  the  four winds" is an intimation  that  the  events leading  to war are subject to divine control.  This control is in the  hands of Christ,  for he told the disciples,  "All power is given unto me  in heaven and earth"- (MATTHEW 28 VERSE 18).  And angels are under his  authority  to  carry out his will:  "angels and  authorities  and powers  being  made subject to him" (1 PETER 3 VERSE  22).  The  "four winds"  stand  for  all winds  (north,  south,  east,  west)  or  war, therefore, in the picture before us, we have human turbulence all over the  earth in divine restraint,  causing peace,  that there might be a situation  favourable  for the performance of the work of sealing  the servants of God.

"Earth......sea......tree" - Greece,  Italy,  Britain,  France, Spain, Africa,  the islands and coasts of the Mediterranean, and countries of the  Danube,  the Rhine,  and the heights and valleys of the Alps  and Appenines  -  these constituting the western  Roman  Empire,  were the "earth and sea",  where the winds (war) were restrained.  Not only did the  armies of these continental and coastal areas of the empire  have peace, but so also did the "trees" - the private citizens.

This  remarkable symbol is also used in Isaiah 55 VERSE 12-13  - "All the  trees of the field shall clap their hands.  Instead of the  thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the briar shall come up the myrtle tree".

VERSE 2

"Another  angel"  -  This is not one of the  immortal  angels,  but it represents  a  class of people bent on sealing or preaching,  and  who desire  and pray for peace that truth may prevail.  The "our" in verse three shows that the angel is more than one person.

"Ascending   from  the  east"  -  More  accurately  translated "having ascended".  At  the  time  of  Constantine,  Christianity  had  spread westward from the Holy Land ("from the east").

"The  seal  of  the living God" - The Truth  contained  in  the gospel (given by the Holy Spirit in the Apostles) is the seal of God,  which, when  brought into contact with "good honest hearts",  makes a mark or impression  thereon  which is God's seal on the man,  and  because  of which, God will claim him.

"He  cried  with a loud voice" - The symbolic angel is  represented as praying  for peace in order that the preaching of the Gospel might  be advanced.

VERSE 3

"Sealed....  in  their foreheads" - In Ezekiel's vision,  he saw a man clothed  in  linen,  commanded to "go through the midst of  the  city through  the midst of Jerusalem,  and set a mark upon the foreheads of the  men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be  done in  the  midst  thereof"  (9 VERSE 4).  

The forehead  is  the  symbol understanding;  and  to  be sealed in the forehead in this case is  to have  the  Truth impressed on one's understanding by the preaching of the gospel.

VERSE 4

"The number ....  144,000"- This number is symbolic, not literal as we can see in verse nine,  "a great multitude which no man could number". The  number  that  John heard is symbolic of all the  redeemed  (  the "great multitude").  It is derived from twelve,  the number of Israel, multiplied by itself, and by thousands to indicate the multiplicity of the redeemed.

VERSES 5-8

"Of the tribe of ...   were sealed 12,000..  " -Representing the whole number  of  the  redeemed by twelve tribes of Israel shows  the  close relationship of the saints to the commonwealth of Israel.  So close is this  relationship  that Paul says of the saints before they  accepted the gospel, " ye were .... aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise,  having no hope,  and without God in the world" (Eph. 2 VERSE 12). So to partake of the blessings of the Gospel, known as "the Hope of Israel", one must become a member of the commonwealth of Israel.

VERSE 9

"After this" - That is, after the complete sealing of the redeemed (at the return of Christ all saints of all ages will appear.)

"A  great  multitude" - This depicts all the saints from  the  time of Adam till the second advent, standing in the presence of Christ.

"Clothed  in  white  robes" - At our baptism we "put on  Christ"  as a garment to cover our past sins.  Those seen by John are all the saints whose  sins have been covered by the forgiveness of God through  Jesus Christ.

"Palms in their hands" - We find the significance of this when we look back  to  the Feast of Tabernacles under the Mosaic  Law.  This  feast continued  seven  days,  and was so called,  because Yahweh "made  the children  of Israel to dwell in tents when he brought them out of  the land  of Egypt" (Lev.  23 VERSE 43).  It celebrated the ingathering of the fruit of Israel's land.  In the celebration,  they took the boughs of  goodly  trees,  branches of Palm trees,  and the boughs  of  thick trees,  and  willows of the brook,  and rejoiced before the Lord their God.  It  was also emblematic of things to come in relation to  Israel and the nations of the earth. The Spirit said to Ephraim by Hosea, "I, the  Lord thy God from the land of Egypt,  will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the days of the solemn feast" (12 VERSE 9). This shows that it is connected with the ingathering of Ephraim, or the Ten Tribes  into  their  land,  where  alone the  feast  can  be  lawfully celebrated.  The  prophet Zechariah also mentions this feast when  all nations  will  go up year by year to Jerusalem to pay homage to  their King  and rejoice before the Lord for the peace and righteousness that he  has  brought to them.  But before the saints are able to  rejoice, symbolically holding the palm branches,  they must identify themselves with  the  willow  branches,  also used in the feast  of  tabernacles. Israel  in  Babylon grieved,  and they did hang their "harps upon  the willows"  (Psalm 137 VERSE 2).  The Psalms also speak of Christ before his exaltation,  "he drank of the brook of the way, therefore he shall exalt his head"(110 VERSE 7).  "He was obedient unto death,  therefore he was crowned with glory and honour".  John not seeing willows in the hands  of  the  saints  shows  that they are  no  longer  a  suffering community then.

VERSE 10

"Saying,  'Salvation to our God'" - Here, the saints confess that they were saved from death by God.

"And  unto the Lamb" - The salvation of the saints is  through Christ, who  will  then  be sitting on the throne of the Kingdom  of  God  re​established.

VERSE 11

"And  all  the  angels  fell before the throne" -  The  spirit  in the apostle  speaks  prophetically,  "when he bringeth again (margin)  the first  begotten  into the world,  He saith:Let all the angels  of  God worship him" (Hebrews.  1 VERSE 6).  This undoubtedly will be the time when  Christ  is  publicly coronated at Jerusalem on a  great  day  of World-wide celebration,  Israel,  the subject-nations, the saints, and the angels paying homage to the King.

VERSE 14

"These  came  out of great tribulation" - Before  their glorification, the  saints  are a suffering  community,  holding,  symbolically,  the willows of the br ok in their hands. This suffering is not necessarily caused by acretive persecution.

It  is much easier to be accepted by the world than be rejected by it because of our obedience to the word of God.

"Washed  their  robes and made them white"- Although a man's  sins are forgiven by God when he is baptised,  further forgiveness is dependent upon  the man's own efforts to obey the word of God.  "Wash you,  make you  clean,  put  way the evil of your doings...  learn to do  well... Though  your sins be as scarlet,  they shall be white as snow;  though they  be  red like crimson,  they shall be as wool"  (Isa.  CHAPTER  1 VERSES 16-18). So spoke Yahweh to Israel.

VERSE 15

"He  that sitteth upon the throne shall dwell among them" -  This will be in fulfilment of Ezekiel's prophecy concerning the temple that will be built in the Holy Land as a house of prayer for all people: "And he said unto me,  Son of Man, the place of my throne and the place of the soles of my feet, where I dwell in the midst of the Children of Israel for ever" ("the inner court")(Ezekiel CHAPTER 43 VERSE 7).

VERSE 16

"Hunger  no  more"  - "Blessed are they that  hunger  and  first after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (MATTHEW CHAPTER 5 VERSE 6).

"Neither  shall  the  sun light on them nor any heat" -  They  will no longer  suffer  persecution at the hands of the authorities  (sun)  or anyone  else.  Psalm  121 VERSES 6-7 uses similar language,  "The  sun shall  not smite thee by day,  nor the moon by night.  The Lord  shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul".

VERSE 17

"The  Lamb shall feed them" - He shall shepherd them.  He is the chief shepherd of the flock.

"Living fountains of waters" - Eternal life.  Jesus told the Samaritan women concerning his teaching, "Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall  be  in him a well of water springing up into everlasting  life" (John CHAPTER 4 VERSE 14).

HISTORY OF THE SEALING

In  the African portion of the Roman Empire,  there appeared in  the early part of the fourth century a people answering to the work of the angel-sealer.  Ecclesiastical  historians  write  of  them  (naturally enough)  as  schismatics and heretics,  but what they say as to  their principles  points to their identity with the community founded by the apostles. They were a numerous people, extending, almost as numerously as the Roman Catholics, to many towns and villages, and even provinces in  North  Africa.  They  were known as  Donatists,  and  though  much information  connected with them is unsatisfactory and obscure,  it is evident that this large community of people contained,  in their bosom at  least,  the  faithful  and  apostolic element  of  the  professing Christian body of the age.

We are  not to suppose,  however,  that the sealing of servants  for Deity ceased with the disappearance of the North Africa Donatists. The sealing  continued in all subsequent generations,  and will  continue, until  the  ancient of days comes;  when "the door will be  shut"  and entrance  into  the  divine government of the millennial age  will  be denied to every applicant (see the parable of Jesus in MATTHEW CHAPTER 25 concerning the wise and foolish virgins) 

