CHAPTER FIVE.

THE SEVEN-SEALED SCROLL - Chapter 5:1-7.

The Father (greater than all) had reserved a knowledge of the times and seasons, and their events filled the interval between Christ's departure and returning. This is symbolised by a sealed book or scroll.

VERSE ONE.

"A book" - It is not what we are familiar with as a book, but a scroll - a number of sheets of parchment, rolled round a roller one after the other, and  separately  held  in  their place by  a seal to each sheet. When all are rolled round and sealed, it would be a seven-sealed scroll. Let us suppose such a scroll sealed up and containing valuable information which no one knew; we should have the ideal state of things illustrated at the moment John heard the question as to who was worthy to unloose the seals and open the scroll. To get at the information, one would have to break the seals one by one. Now if we suppose the information contained in the scroll was in the nature of a programme, the knowledge of which would enable the opener to carry out the contents, we shall be able to comprehend the relation between the opening of the seals and the developments of the events following. The opening of the seals may be taken as the attainment by the opener of the knowledge of the divine purpose, and the development of the events following as his carrying that knowledge into effect, in causing the events to transpire.

"In the right hand of him that sat upon the throne" - Peter declares that Jesus "is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God: angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him" (1 Peter 3 v 22). Therefore the scroll is found in the "right hand" of Christ, because it is he who is directing the course of events laid out in the scroll.

"Written within and on the backside" - This was not stated without meaning. It has reference to two general classes of actors in the drama; to those within the temple, and to those on the court without.

"We were troubled on every side", says Paul, "without were fighting's, within were fears" (2 Cor. 7:5). The outsiders are those who make war upon and persecute the saints. The things of the scroll written concerning these, were the things written on the outside; whilst those written on the inside concern the brethren in Christ.

"Sealed with seven seals" - The seal is the scriptural symbol of inaccessible knowledge. This symbol is used when Isaiah speaks of the spiritual slumber of Israel - "and the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that are sealed which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee; and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed" (29:11). Without the revealing of the Fathers mind concerning the future, it is perfectly (sevenfold) concealed from men.

VERSE TWO.

"A strong Angel" - although the angels are very powerful, God has limited their strength and knowledge. Speaking of the time of his return to earth Jesus said, "Of that day and that hour knoweth no man no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the son, but the Father" (Mark 13v32).

"With a loud voice" - There was a strong desire to gain further knowledge of God's purpose. 1 Peter 1v12 makes reference to the hidden mystery of the gospel "which things the angels desire to look into".

"Who is worthy to open the book? " - The same seals that are before us were mentioned in the time of Daniel the prophet - "Then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of those things? And he said, Go thy way Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed to the time of the end." (12v8-9). Not long after the destruction of Jerusalem (the end of Jewish times under the Mosaic constitution) the Apocalypse appeared, and the words were no longer sealed from the servants of God.

VERSE THREE.

"No man was found worthy" - No one living, dead or angelic could open the scroll. It required the perfect sacrifice of one coming in sinful flesh to accomplish this. 

VERSE FOUR.

"I wept much" - a man feels strongly before he weeps. John must have felt a very strong desire to become acquainted with the contents of the scroll before he could weep at the absence of a man worthy to open it. This is not surprising when we realise that the scroll contained an outline of events leading up to the return Christ. All brethren of all ages have had a similar desire. John's was especially strong because he was a very old man and had witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the rise of the Apostacy in the church.

VERSE FIVE.

"The root of David hath prevailed" - Christ is both "root and offspring of David" (Rev.22v16). As "God manifest in the flesh" (1 Tim.3v16) he is the root of David, and as the son of Mary he is the offspring of David (Rom.1v3). He is the root of David because all that David stands for in Scripture is only possible through Yahweh's purpose in his son, even though his son was not then in existence. 

David became king, was established in triumph, was given a covenant of promise, and was provided with seed because of Yahweh's purpose in Christ. Thus this purpose became the "Root of David". Christ's victory over sin opened a new phase in the divine purpose. He had prevailed personally, a token that he will prevail universally. When Rome is finally judged, Christ will have fully prevailed, and in doing so will have literally accomplished all the things symbolised in the scroll, bringing all in subjection to himself.

VERSE SIX.

"A lamb... having seven horns and seven eyes" - This connects Jesus with the power and perceptiveness of God.

"Horn" as we learn from scripture, constantly stands as the symbol of power.

"Eyes" - for sight and intelligence.

"Seven" - horns and seven eyes symbolise therefore omnipotence (Great strength) and omniscience (nothing can be hid from his eyes). This omnipotence and omniscience will be manifested finally in the kingdom, not in Jesus Christ alone, but it will be divided amongst all his newly immortalised brethren, the saints. The saints will then be "like the angels, to die no more", being the "eyes of the LORD" (the Watchers of Daniel's prophecy); they will also be the Shaddai, or mighty ones. In the time of Abraham, God showed himself to his servants through the angels, or Shaddai. We are told that up to the time of Moses, God revealed His name as "God Almighty" better translated "the Strength of the Mighty Ones (or Angels)". The saints, then, will be "the seven spirits sent forth into all the earth" to rule the world under Christ. Why did John see a lamb instead of a lion? (v5) - because the worthiness of Jesus to open the book was proved and manifested in the lamb-phase of his mission, even during his sojourn among men. The Lamb of God in the days of his flesh, taking away the sin of the world. His obedience unto death is the feature symbolised by the "lamb as it had been slain". Because of this obedience, Paul informs us (Phil.2v9) "God hath highly exalted him and given him a name above every other name".

VERSE SEVEN.

"He came and took" - The lamb is represented as taking the scroll from the king. Both lamb and king represent the Lord in two aspects, as also do the joint aspects of lion and lamb. The one on the throne represents Christ in the fullness of glory after having prevailed; the lamb represents him in the course of prevailing. Therefore, to see the lamb take the scroll tells us that Jesus' right to the scroll was through his obedience unto death.

THE SAINTS REJOICE IN THEIR OBEISANCE TO CHRIST ON HIS THRONE Chapter 5v8-14.

VERSE EIGHT.

"Harps" - The symbol of Gladness and rejoicing. The priests in the temple "prophesied with harps" (1 Chron.25v1). This verse introduces us to the king-priests of the Millennial age. 

"And golden vials full of odours" - which are the prayers of the saints. The saints are at present in the praying state – the probationary state as here represented by the twenty-four elders. The elders represent the saints not only in the final glory that awaits them, but also in their contempory adoration of Christ, in their several generations, while yet in the flesh. Therefore they say

prospectively, "We shall reign on the earth" - showing that at the time of this part of the vision, they are in the position of hope: "Now hope that is seen is not hope" (Rom.8v24).

VERSE NINE.

"They sung a new song" - This song may well be sung at the second advent of the Lord, on a day of national celebration in the temple. The prophetic scriptures indicate that there will be a grand day of celebration when the newly built Temple, the "House of Prayer for all nations", will be opened for service, and the king in his glory will be presented to the people thus assembled - the immortal saints, angels from heaven, and mortal representatives of the nations. All, in turn, will raise their voices in praise of the king in their midst.

"When he bringeth again (margin) the first-begotten into the world. He saith: Let all the angels of God worship him (Hebrews 1v6).

VERSE ELEVEN.

"Ten thousand.... thousand" - A very large unspecified number.

VERSE THIRTEEN.

"Every creature" - Every person on earth - angels immortal saints, and the subject nations.

THE SEVEN-SEALED SCROLL. - 

The first six seals are broken in turn, and reveal a series of prophetic pictures leading to the overthrow of state paganism and the establishment of Christianity as the State Religion (though corrupted) in the time of Constantine the Great. 

