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CHAPTER THREE.

Letter to Sardis.

VERSE ONE.

"Thou hast a name that thou livest, but thou art dead"

This ecclesia had a reputation for being a "live"  ecclesia  in numbers  and activity,  and  was  reputed  to  be  a  model congregation. In reality, it was "dead". It is no less true today than it was then, that an ecclesia can have a  "name",  or good reputation in the world, but in reality - in spiritual things - in matters that really count - that ecclesia can be quite dead.

VERSE FOUR.

"They shall walk with me in white"

The robes  of the saints must be of moral and material whiteness. Their character being pure and unstained, their nature must be made to correspond. In the present state the saints are invested with holy garments,  termed, "their garments"  in  this verse. Having "put on Christ" as a garment, by faith in the kingdom and name, and  by immersion,  he  is  for  them  a robe of righteousness "and  by walking "in him" according to the truth received and obeyed, and so yielding "the fruit of the spirit", they "keep themselves unspotted from the world", which is as a garment of "fine linen, clean and white", which  symbolizes  the righteous actions of the saints (Ch. 19 v. 8). The keeping clean, therefore, of the moral garment will guarantee the  receiving of the "white" or pure physical nature - the incorruptible or deathless body - undefiled by  the affections  and lusts  of  our present nature, "in which dwell no good thing".

VERSE FIVE.

"The book of life"

This figure is based upon the custom of the rulers keeping a record book  of  the  notable  deeds  of  their  subjects;  king Ahasuerus kept one like this (Esther 6:1). Revelation 20:12 gives us a clear picture of this beautiful symbology in  the  Word of God "And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was  opened,  which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to  their  works. Our daily  works, then, are recorded, so to speak, in the "day books". In the day of judgment the  contents  of  those  books decide our fate. If our works measure up to the requirements of the Judge, our name in the other mentioned "book of life". Our names must be in that book if we are to be saved, as Daniel informs  us  (12:1):  "and  at  that  time  thy  people shall  be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book".

Letter to Philadelphia - Chapter 3:7-13.

VERSE SEVEN.

"He that hath the key of David"-

The Holy  Spirit in Isaiah caused him to prophecy concerning the Elikim. "And the key of the house of David I will  lay  upon his shoulder;  so he shall open". Later Eliakim received the authority of King Hezekiah's court officer. In like manner, Jesus possesses the authority of the dynasty of David in the Kingdom of God.

"Openeth and no man shutteth"

Jesus has  shut the house of David in the earth, and no man can enter it. He will open it in due time, in restoring again the kingdom to Israel, and not the leagued forces of every nation under heaven will be able to shut it up any more.  When  Christ re - opens the  house he will open it for all whom he approves in the day of his appearing; for his purpose is to invite them to the participation of his glorious throne which is the throne of David.

VERSE NINE.  

"Synagogue of Satan"

There were  two groups claiming to be the Christians in Philadelphia: the ecclesia, and what is here styled "the synagogue of Satan", literally, "the congregation of the Adversary" to the truth; of whom John wrote, “they went out from us, but they were not of us". They were not of the ecclesia because they could not endure the uncompromising testimony to the Truth  that  came from the true members.

VERSE TEN.

"Hour of temptation"

This is reference to the period of intense persecution which broke out against Christians in  the  year  248  under  the emperor Decius. A long period of peace and prosperity allowed the Christians to  become  corrupted  and  so  this  persecution served to try them to see which were the genuine Christians. This referred to in this verse would have been laid to rest by this time, and so escaped the persecution.

VERSE TWELVE.

"A pillar in the temple"

In Scripture,  the Divine government of the saints as kings and priests is likened to a temple. To be a pillar in this temple is to be a principle part of the building, or to occupy an important position in the community. A pillar never  removed  from Gen. 3 place is illustrative of the stability appertaining to an immortal construction of things.

"The name of my God."

To have the name of God called upon one is equivalent to saying that he becomes a member of the new generation of  the family of the immortal sons of God, the beginning (or "Adam") of this generation being Jesus Christ. This was the prayer  of  Jesus - that all  who come to believe on him through the word of his Apostles "maybe one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I  in thee, that they also may be one in us" (John 17:21) [ Please note Eph. 4:6; Mk. 12:29-32; 1 Tim. 2:5; 1 Cor. 8:6; Isa. 45:5 - God is one not three & Jesus is not God - He manifested God Heb. 1:8; Jn. 20:28; He did God's works  -  Jn. 5:36, He  spoke  God's words - Jn. 12:49-50 -  So - He did God's will - Jn. 14:7-11, - and therefore Jesus was called "God" but he is not  God Himself]  - the oneness speaking  of their membership in the new family of the immortal Sons of God. Many ages  past  the  name  of God was conferred on  the angels, and they received authority as "ministering Spirits"; "sent forth to minister for them who  shall be heirs of salvation" (Heb. 1:14). This being the case, God, through Moses, warned Israel concerning the Angel  He  had  sent to lead the nation - "Beware of him and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions" for my name is in him" (Exod. 23:21). We shall receive similar honour if we "endure unto the end"


to become "like unto the angels,  to  die no more".

"The name of the city of my God".

To have the name of the city is to be made a part of Gen. 3 constitution, to have full citizenship in it. The city is Jerusalem, the city which God chose from the beginning to place his Name, or his authority over the whole  earth.  Citizenship  then,  in this city involves being a member of the world wide government of Christ in the kingdom of God.

"New Jerusalem... out of Heaven"

We read  a bit more detail concerning this city in chapter 21: "And I John saw the Holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband" (v 2). This will bring to mind the declaration  of  Paul, "For I am jealous  over you with godly jealousy : for I have espoused you to one husband that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ" (2 Cor. 11:2). The bride, then, which descends from heaven is the body of the chosen saints  as  the  government  which rules from  the city Jerusalem. But why is this symbolic city said to descend from heaven? Are we to believe that  the  saints will descend  from heaven? Jesus gives the sense of the doctrine involved here in John 3:3 - "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a  man be born from above (margin), he cannot see the kingdom of God". And how must we be truly born from  above? "Of his own  will begat he us - with the Word of Truth - that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures"  (James  1:17). The word  of truth comes, we realize, from heaven, the dwelling place of the "Father of lights". Firstly, then, we are morally born from  above by the "word of truth." Secondly, we are "born of the spirit" if we are found worthy at the judgment seat of Christ. Those who are  found earnestly contending for the faith "groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed  upon  with  our  house which is  from heaven" - the spirit body which shall swallow up mortality in life" (2 Cor. 5:2). It is  in this  sense that  the government in Jerusalem will have "descended from heaven”. In short Every Saint is born from above (cp. Jn. 3:3 mg; James 1:17;2 Cor. 5:2-4). In that sense, they come down "out of heaven", for they receive that life which is from above (Col. 3:4).

"My new name"

This new name is symbolical of the new position that Christ received upon his resurrection from the dead. Up to that  time  he was “despised and  rejected of men"; but now "God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name" (Phil. 2:9) and is set "far above all principality, and power, and might and dominion, and every name that is named,  not  only in this world, but also in that


which is to come" (Eph. 1:21).

LETTER TO LAODICEA - Chapter 3:14-22.  

VERSE FOURTEEN.

"The Amen" 

It will be recalled from the mention of this Chapter 1:18 the meaning of the Hebrew word "amen" - is "faithfulness", so Jesus is the faithful and true witness.

"The beginning of the creation of God"

Paul speaks of Christ as the "second Adam" because he is the "first-born of every creature"  of  the  new  creation.  The old creation, which  began with Adam, will be absorbed and superseded at the end of the millennial reign of Christ, by the immortal New Creation. The beginning of this creation is Jesus: "But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the  first fruits of them that slept" (1 Cor. 15:20).

VERSE FIFTEEN.

"Thou art neither cold nor hot"

Nothing could be more valuable to us than this message as indicating the Lord's standard of tastes, so to speak,  with  regard to the attitude of his disciples towards him. He wishes them to be one thing or the other. He cannot suffer moderation in the appreciation of spiritual things. Heartiness, thoroughness, enthusiasm may express what he means by the state of  being  "hot". Shortcoming in this respect is generally the result of what the Lord found fault with  in the  Laodiceans.  He  declares  them self-satisfied.

VERSE SEVENTEEN.

"Thou sayest 'I am rich'"

Laodicea was  a very prosperous city, and many of the brethren could be affected in this regard. With worldly  wealth  comes a proportional responsibility for that wealth, which  "chokes  the  word, and becometh unfruitful"  (Mat. 13:22).  We  in  this materialistic age, must be especially careful not to lay undue emphasis on material possessions to the exclusion of the word of God.

"And knowest not that thou are wretched...."

When people are well satisfied with themselves, their power of admiration  are  personally  absorbed, and  cannot  outflow to superior objects. And this self-satisfaction is generally a great obstruction to self discernment. People think  themselves  well conditioned when they are in fact petty, meager, small, insignificant and lean of soul.  So  it  was  with  the Laodiceans  for whom, however there  was hope even in this self deceived condition, or Jesus would not have counseled the Laodiceans  to  "buy" certain spiritual commodities.

VERSE EIGHTEEN 

"Buy"

Truly these spiritual commodities must be "bought", but not with money. As the spirit  in  Isaiah proclaimed,  "Ho,  everyone that thirsteth,  come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea come, buy wine and  milk  without money and without price" (55:1). The "purchasing" of these things - gold (a tried faith), linen (righteousness), and eye slave (spiritual discernment) - is involved in the expenditure of time, energy and trouble to obtain them in the study of the word of God, and its application.

VERSE NINETEEN.

"Those I love I rebuke and chasten"

The Proverbs tell us that foolishness is bound up in the heart of the child, and that to spare the rod of chastisement  is  to spoil the child. And so it is with the children of God in their development of an  acceptable  character. "For  whom  the  Lord loveth, he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth... now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nether the less afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness  unto them  that  are  exercised  thereby" (Heb. 12:6,11).
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